
From: The BrightWines Beacon
Subject: Como event wines (highlights & stock updates)

Date: March 13, 2026 at 12:06 PM
To: The BrightWines Beacon newsletter

The BrightWines Beacon for March 6th - March 9th, 2026 

This week I have been doing the work of coordinating the orders and shipments and followups from the grand food-and-wine tasting event 
fundraiser that BrightWines did last week for Como Zoo & Conservatory. If you are one of the several (many is probably more like it) who 
attended, thank you for your support!  In fact, if you did attend the event and still plan to place an order for some of the wines you tried, I am still 
officially accepting email orders from the full event list through Monday, March 9th. And if you are one of the many more subscribers who were 
not… this weekend and next week is your chance to take advantage of all the great wines that were featured; most of them NEW and all of them 
exciting!!  

So, dear reader, I am going to beg your indulgence through at least March 14th and perhaps as far as March 21st while we focus our attention on the 
Como wines! It’s an extensive list with so many great wines, there’s plenty to talk about without ever having to repeat ourselves. As I tell my 
suppliers when we select the wines, I always guarantee they will get some business out of their time and efforts and samples at the event. I will 
focus on this list and bring the wines to your attention for The BrightWines Beacon for the first two full weekends of March! 

So without furher ado, let’s dive in shall we? 

** Como Event Highlights (in-stock now) 

LAST WEEK’s newsletter highlights… still available IN-STOCK NOW: 
Airfield Estate Syrah,  Castello di Radda Chianti Classico,   Runquist “1448” red blend 

See BRIGHT LIGHTS section today for more details…

THIS WEEK’s newsletter highlights, in-stock / new arrivals: 
"Breca” old vines Garnacha 
Lavendette 2025 Alpes de Haute Provence Rose  
"Papale” Primitivo di Manduria (limited stock affordable luxury) 
Grasevina white wine from Croatia 
"True Grit” Mendocino Petite Sirah 
Breaking Bread 2024 Rose of Zinfandel - octopus label (orange wine styled) 
Vinum Cellars Chenin Blanc (chenin blanc is still having a moment) 

See BRIGHT LIGHTS section today for more details…

** Como-related Newsletter Features COMING SOON for UPCOMING March newsletters: 

“Affordable Luxury” and top-rated: 
Shotfire Ridge “Reserve” Barossa Shiraz 
Vita Vivet Cava Brut 
Sottimano Nebbiolo 
Gotes del Priorat 
Stay tuned for the newsletters for March 13th - 21st 

Valpolicella and friends: 
Rosso Veneto 
Valpolicella Classico Superiore, 
Valpolicella Ripasso (and Amarone too) 
Stay tuned for the newsletters for March March 13th - 21st  

"Pinot Noirs for spring”  (credit to the FB post of an attendee who said she found several to love) 
"Les Brebis” Willamette Valley 
Scott Family “Arroyo Seco” 
"Fenders Blue" Willamette Valley 
Plus several smart-buy from California and from Burgundy too! 
Stay tuned for the newsletters for March 13th - 21st  

** the FULL list of great wines, PDF format, from the Como event: 

All wines selected by Dave, and priced from $10 - $45 per bottle (most of the wines are $15 - $25 smart-buys) that were served last night at the 
grand food-and-wine event for Como Zoo & Conservatory annual winter fundraiser is ONLINE now.  https://brightwines.com/como2026-bouquets-
winelist.pdf  
IF YOU ATTENDED THE EVENT email orders are due March 9th (Monday) and look for a confirmation from Dave on Tuesday with availability 
and for pickup planning! 

See BRIGHT LIGHTS section today for Stock Updates for what is IN-STOCK already!  SEE BELOW 

BRIGHT LIGHTS: Come event wines HIGHLIGHTS & Stock Updates 

** HIGHLIGHTS of the NEW ARRIVALS (plus many, many more in-stock now too) ** 

mailto:Beaconlighthouse@brightwines.com


Bodegas Breca 2019 “Breca” (Spain, old vines) Garnacha @ $15.99 per bottle
($191.88 per case, mix/match) 
Rated 93 points by Jeb Dunnuck (formerly the Rhone Report, and Wine Advocate) saying “I loved the nose on the 2019 Breca, which is loaded 
with spicy red and black fruits as well as notes of sandalwood, dried flowers, herbes de Provence, and some chalky, mineral-like nuances. Beautiful 
on the palate as well, this medium to full-bodied, elegant, balanced, straight-up gorgeous Garnacha is best drunk over the coming 3-5 years.” 
And also rated 90 points by James Suckling, who says: "Lots of currants, cassis and cherries on the nose with a hint of figs, too. Creamy, with a 
medium-bodied texture and firm tannins that unleash rich, dried strawberries before a flavorful finish. Drink now. 90 points.” 

Lavendette 2025 Alpes de Haute Provence Rose @ $15.99 per bottle 
Case Price: $179.88  $14.99 each, mix/match
The first of the 2025 fresh vintage Provence roses was a definite highlight at Como. Perfectly pastel pink, aromatic and dry and flavorful. 

Breaking Bread 2024 Rose of Zinfandel (Octopus label) @ $21.99 per bottle 
Case Price $239.99 per case = $19.99 ea, mix/match is ok) 
An eye-catching label, perfect for a Zoo fundraiser. This drinks like fresh-squeezed dry pink grapefruit or raw strawberries with an “orange wine” 
personality to boot! Hip and happening. 

Vinum Cellars  2022 Clarksburg  Chenin Blanc @ $17.99 per bottle 
Case Price $199.99 per case = $16.67 ea, mix/match is ok) 
Rated 92 points by Wine Enthusiast!  "This bottling is the 25th Anniversary of this selection. Chenin Blanc is being celebrated in the region 
(Clarksburg). The aromas are zesty, fresh, citrus, pear, yellow apple, cinnamon, and notes of high acidity on the nose. The mouthfeel is lively with 
orange zest, Meyer lemon, quince paste, warming spices, and minerals on the finish. 92 points. $17 retail.” (Wine Enthusiast) 

SoHu 2024 Grasevina (Croatia - white wine) @ $15.99 per bottle 
($191.88 per case) 
The most talked-about white wine of the event, several folks made a point to ask where (or point directions to) the table that was serving this dry, 
seafood-friendly white. Drinks like a dry Chenin Blanc meets a dry Pinot Grigio. 

"True Grit” by Parducci 2023 Mendocino Petite Sirah @ $19.99 per bottle 
($225 per solid case) 
New vintage of an inky rich yet drinkable Petite Sirah from the current owners of the famed Parducci winery in Mendocino, one of the best names 
in Petite Sirah over many years in California. This was a much talked-about wine that had folks coming back for second sips (in the sunken garden, 
which is always nice). N.B. the 2022 vintage of this wine rated 92 pts Wine Enthusiast, just for reference. 

(last weekend’s newsletter highlight)  AIRFIELD Estate 2020 Yakima - Washington SYRAH @ $17.99 per bottle  
(in-stock NOW, good stock) Suggested Retail: $20 
Rated 91 points Wine Enthusiast - with a great review too - saying "Here's a balanced, pretty Syrah where you don't have to break the bank to buy a 
case. It features aromas of blackberry compote and roasted pork shoulder that were meant for one another. That theme continues on the medium-
bodied palate, where silky tannins support flavors of smoked black cherries, cranberries, and a hint of pork fat. This is truly a great buy. 91 points. 
$20” (Wine Enthusiast)  And DAVE says: at last year’s Como event, one of the top two most popular wines of the event was the “Lone Birch” 
Syrah, the value-priced version of Syrah by Airfield Estate in Washington. So this year I decided we should up our game and do the AIRFIELD 
Estate label Syrah, and we LOVED it!! 

(last weekend’s newsletter highlight)  Castello di Radda 2022 Chianti Classico @ $19.99 per bottle 
(in-stock NOW, good stock) Suggested Retail: $24 
Four consecutive vintages of Tre Bicchieri in Gambero Rosso (that’s a big deal) and similary consecutive vintages of 90-91 points by Wine 
Spectator and Wine Enthusiast. Simply stated, this is as good as Chianti Classico gets for $20 bucks, and it sure IS good!!  This winery is the 
historic castle for the famous Chianti Classico town of Radda in Chianti. The 2022 is their newest release, and already has yet another 91-point 
rating. I have found my new “go to” Classico for this winter... and fans of Tuscany, Classico, Sangiovese, etc, need to come check it out. Reference 
point wine for the style. 

(last weekend’s newsletter highlight)   Runquist 2023  “1448"  Red Blend @ $15.99 per bottle 
(in-stock NOW, good stock) Suggested Retail: $19
Winery notes: “ 53% Petit Verdot, 29% Petit Sirah, 5% Tannat, 5% Barbera… ‘1448’ is the elevation of our winery in Amador County’s 
Shenandoah Valley.” Richly oaked, yet balanced too, which is the Jeff Runquist style. This wine is not usually submitted for wine magazine 
reviews, but despite that has a loyal following, and this vintage did receive a Gold Medal at San Francisco Chronicle’s respected wine competition. 

“Papale" 2021 Primitivo di Manduria (Apulia, Italy) @ $27.99 per bottle 
Limited stock: $150 per 6pk = $25/btl 
"blackberries, cherries, cocoa and licorice. It is lush and round with a long, velvety finish. The grapes for this wine are harvested from the oldest 
vines on the estate between 50-90 years old - and aged in a combination of French tonneaux and American barriques.” are the winemaker notes. 
This is the kind wine that makes the “aha” moment when you’ve heard that Primitivo is basically Zinfandel. The best ones are all labeled Primitivo 
di Manduria DOC. 

** the FULL list of great wines, PDF format, from the Como event ** 

All wines selected by Dave, and priced from $10 - $45 per bottle (most of the wines are $15 - $25 smart-buys) that were served last night at the 
grand food-and-wine event for Como Zoo & Conservatory annual winter fundraiser is ONLINE now.  https://brightwines.com/como2026-bouquets-
winelist.pdf   IF YOU ATTENDED THE EVENT email orders are due March 9th (Monday) and look for a confirmation from Dave on Tuesday 
with availability and for pickup planning! 

Here is a category-by-category breakdown of the ALREADY IN STOCK wines from that event… 

California Whites: 

Grand Napa 2024 los Carneros Chardonnay (California)
Event Price: $19.99 per bottle ($215.88 per case = $17.99 each, mix/match) 

Breaking Bread Rose octopus label (Kokomo wines, California)
Event Price: $21.99 per bottle ($239.99 per case = $19.99 ea, solid case) 



Event Price: $21.99 per bottle ($239.99 per case = $19.99 ea, solid case) 

Vinum Cellars Chenin Blanc (California)
Event Price: $17.99 per bottle ($199.99 per case = $16.67 each, mix/match) 

The Herdsman 2024 Sauvignon Blanc (California)
Event Price: $14.99 per bottle ($179.88 per case) 

California Reds: 

Vinum Cellars 2022 Monterey Pinot Noir (California)
Event Price: $17.99 per bottle ($215.88 per case = $17.99 each, mix/match) 

Paul Dolan Vineyards Mendocino Cabernet Sauvignon (California) (for “Bouquets Plus”) 
Event Price: $22.50 per bottle 

Runquist “1448” Red Blend (California) 
Event Price: $15.99 per bottle

"True Grit” Mendocino Petite Sirah (California)
Event Price: $19.99 per bottle ($225/case = $18.75 ea, solid case) 

Vinum Cellars “Pets” Petite Sirah (California)
Event Price: $17.99 per bottle ($199.99 per case = $16.67 each, mix/match) 

Rutherford Ranch 2021 Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon
Event Price: $33.33 per bottle ($399.99 per case)

Pacific Northwest: 

Andrew Will 2022 Two Blondes vineyard Merlot (Washington) 
Event Price: $33.33 per bottle ($359.88/case solid case, $29.99 each)

Elk Cove 2024 estate Willamette Valley Rose (Oregon)
Event Price: $14.99 per bottle ($155.88/case, solid case = $12.99 ea) 

Airfield Estate 2022 Yakima Syrah (Washington)
Event Price: $17.99 per bottle ($215.88 per case) 

FRANCE: 

Chateau Julien 2020 Bordeaux superieur (Bordeaux rouge)
Event Price: $15.99 per bottle ($191.88 per case mix/match) 

Cellier des Demoiselles 2023 Coteaux des Cabrerisse (France)
Event Price: $14.99 per bottle (159.99 per case = $13.33 each, mix/match) 

Domaine des Gaudets 2023 Morgon Côte du Py (France) (for “Bouquets Plus”) 
Event Price: $21.99 per bottle 

Domaine de la Cloche Cotes de Gascgogne Blanc (France) 
Event Price: $14.99 per bottle ($179.88 per case, mix/match) 

Giraudon 2023 Bourgogne Chitry Pinot Noir (France)
Event Price: $22.50 per bottle ($259.99/case = $21.67 each, solid case) 

Charles de Grimonet 2023 Bourgogne Pinot Noir (France)
Event Price: $17.99 per bottle ($99.99 per 6pk = $16.67 ea, solid case) 

Lavendette Rose - Alpes de Haute Provence 2025 Rose 
Event Price: $15.99 per bottle ($191.88 per case) 

Baronne du Chatelard Cremant de Bourgogne Brut (France)
Event Price: $19.99 per bottle ($225 per case, $18.75 each, mix/match) 

Vignoble Gibault 2021 Sauvignon Blanc (Touraine - France) 
Event Price: $14.99 per bottle ($164/case, $13.67 each, mix/match)  

Domaine de Prieure 2023 “Moutiet Amet” Savigny les Beaune
Event Price: $29.99 per bottle ($335.88 per case, $27.99 ea, solid case)

ITALY whites wines (and etc):  

Buanomico “Brut Particulore” Rose sparking (Montecarlo, Italy) 
Event Price: $19.99 per bottle ($215.88 per case = $17.99 each, mix/match) 

Pierpaolo Pecorari 2024 Ros’Alba rosato (Italy)
Event Price: $12.99 per bottle ($155.88 per case) 



Event Price: $12.99 per bottle ($155.88 per case) 

“Uni” - Produttori di Manduria - FIANO (Italy)
Event Price: $19.99 per bottle ($225/case = $18.75 ea, solid case) 

Aia Vecchia 2024 Vermentino (Tuscany, Italy) 
Event Price: $16.67 per bottle ($199.99/case) 

Piccolo Goccio 2024 Pinot Grigio (Italy)
Event Price: $17.99 per bottle  

I Feudi di Romans  Isonzo del Friuli  Pinot Grigio (Italy)
Event Price: $19.99 per bottle ($215.88 per case = $17.99 ea, mix/match) 

Gurrieri 2023 Grillo (Sicily)
Event Price: $24.99 per bottle ($299.88 per case = $24.99 mix/match) 

ITALY red wines (Sicily too): 

Vigna del Lauro 2024 Cabernet Franc (Italy)
Event Price: $17.99 per bottle ($199.99 per case = $16.67 each, mix/match) 

Castellani 2019 Sangiovese - Rosso Toscana (Italy) 
Event Price: $17.99 per bottle ($215.88 per case) 

Piccolo Goccio 2024 Barbera  (Italy)
Event Price: $17.99 per bottle ($199.99/case = $16.67 each, mix/match) 

Piccolo Goccio 2024 Montepulciano d’Abruzzo (Italy)
Event Price: $15.99 per bottle ($179.88 per case = $14.99 ea, mix/match) 

Ayunta 2024 Nerello Mascalese Rosso (Sicily)
Event Price: $24.99 per bottle ($149.99/6pk = $24.99 each, mix/match) 

La Sibilla 2023 Piedirosso (Campania, Italy)
Event Price: $22.50 per bottle ($259.99/case = $21.67 each, solid case)

Annamaria Sala' 2024 Nero d’Avola (Sicily)
Event Price: $15.99 per bottle ($191.88 per case) 

Castello di Radda 2022 Chianti Classico (Tuscany, Italy) 
Event Price: $19.99 per bottle ($239.88 per case) 

Lenotti “Rosso Paso” Merlot/Sangiovese rosso Veneto (Italy)
Event Price: $15.99 per bottle ($179.88 per case, $14.99 ea, mix/match) 

Papale Primitivo di Manduria (Italy)
Event Price: $27.99 per bottle ($150 per 6-pk, $25 ea, solid case) 

International White wines: 

Nortico 2024 Alvarinho - Vinho Verde (Portugal)
Event Price: $16.67 per bottle ($191.88/case, $15.99 ea, mix/match) 

SoHU 2024 Grasevina (Croatia - white wine)
Event Price: $15.99 per bottle ($191.88 per case) 

Escudo Rojo (Chile) gran reserva Sauvignon Blanc
Event Price: $16.99 per bottle ($191.88 per case = $15.99 each, mix/match)

International Red wines: 

Gillot 2023 Pinot Noir (Germany) 
Event Price: $19.99 per bottle 

Bodegas Breca "old vines" Garnacha (Spain)
Event Price: $15.99 per bottle ($191.88 per case mix/match, $15.99) 

Surrau “Neracu” Cannonau de Sardegna (Sardinia)
Event Price: $19.99 per bottle ($225 per case = $18.75 each, mix/match) 

Last but not least… remember too that we have at least two more newsletter in the hopper featuring the great wines from the Como event. The 
following wines are COMING SOON but not (yet) in-stock… but stay tuned for the newsletters for March 13th - March 21st. 

“Affordable Luxury” and top-rated: 
Shotfire Ridge “Reserve” Barossa Shiraz 
Vita Vivet Cava Brut 
Sottimano Nebbiolo 



Sottimano Nebbiolo 
Gotes del Priorat 

Valpolicella and friends: 
Rosso Veneto 
Valpolicella Classico Superiore, 
Valpolicella Ripasso (and Amarone too) 

"Pinot Noirs for spring”  (credit to the FB post of an attendee who said she found several to love) 
"Les Brebis” Willamette Valley 
Scott Family “Arroyo Seco” 
"Fenders Blue" Willamette Valley 
Plus several smart-buy from California and from Burgundy too! 

The Right Wines are BrightWines! 
https://brightwines.com/como2026-bouquets-winelist.pdf 
2420 Margaret Street 
North Saint Paul, MN 55109 
651.748.0793 

 
 


